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Radiological Research: 

Cooking the books or  

a recipe for success? 
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I have the best job in the world 

why? 



UCL CENTRE FOR MEDICAL IMAGING 

Pros 

1.50% of my time is not spent doing GP US 

2.Huge personal autonomy 

3.Intellectually stimulating 

4.Key opinion leader 

5.Personally satisfying on multiple levels 

6.Well paid! 

 

Cons  

1.Busy, busy, busy! 

2.Not a 9 to 5 job (because it’s such good fun) 

3.Hair loss 
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1. Why bother to do research 

2. What personal attributes do you 

need, how to go about it etc. 



Travel (avoids clinical work) 



Fame 



Fortune 



People are nice to you 



Gravy trains 





To avoid boredom & routine 



Personal satisfaction 



International influence 



Medical & political influence 
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OK, I’m convinced! 

What do I need & how 

do I go about it? 
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“Potential researchers must be taught by example because the necessary skills cannot 
be learnt overnight or from a ‘how-to-do-it lecture. Rather, the key is the 

identification and fostering of an effective mentor” 

“If a potentially outstanding trainee cannot find an effective & experienced researcher 
to guide them, perhaps collaborating with a Consultant little more experienced than 
themselves, then their project is doomed, irrespective of its merits. I have seen more 

radiological research fail because of this than for any other reason” 
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A guide to radiological research  
Board of the Faculty of Clinical Radiology 1997 

 

• Radiological research during structured training 

• Doing an MD 

• External funding for your research 

• Obtaining industrial support for your research 

• Fund-raising 

• Writing a grant application 

• Obtaining ethical committee approval 

• Project planning 

• Statistics 

• Presenting your research at meetings 

• Preparing your research for publication 
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• The art & some practical aspects of abstract writing 

– Redman HC. Radiology 1986;158:270-71 

 

• An authors guide to the guidelines for authors 

– Whalen E. AJR 1989;152:195-98 

 

• Manuscript preparation: Advice to first-time authors  

– Berk RN. AJR 1992;158:203-8 

 

• Techniques for ensuring that your next paper is quite unsuitable for 

publication 

– Home PD. JRCPLon 1988;22:48-50 
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Advantages of setting up your own research project 
– ‘exciting to set everything up’ 
– ‘applying to prestigious organisations’ (MRC, Wellcome) 
– ‘demonstrates confidence’ 
– i.e. there are no advantages! 

Bridging the gap between basic & higher surgical training: the research 
option. 

A Bayat. BMJ classified, 2 June 2001 
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• “Training in research skills is poor – to be able to develop good research skills 

without actually being taught seems, for many, to be perfectly reasonable” 

• “Do research only if you want to” 

• “Reluctant research is invariably bad research” 

• “Good research is done by people with skills in their head & fire in their belly – you 

can no more require people to do good research than you can require them to 

have a hobby” 

• “Publication is success” 

“Doing some research”  

David Pencheon. Assistant Director of R & D, NHS Executive 

BMJ classified April 1999 
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Bullshitter 
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For an effective researcher, how easy is it to get 
an original scientific article published? 
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P**s-easy! 
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David Pencheon, Assistant Director of R & D, NHS Executive 

BMJ classified April 1999 

 

 

“The best sort of research is done 

when researchers are absolutely clear 

about what they are trying to do and 

how they are proposing to do it” 
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The Recipe for Success: 

• Motivated trainee 

• Adequate clinical material 

• Adequate technical infrastructure 

• Effective supervisor with clear agenda 
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What will I get from research? 

• A good time! 

• Analytical mind & critical faculties 

• Statistical knowledge 

• Focus & time-management 

• How to write lucidly 

• Presentation skills, confidence 

• You’ll be an expert on something 

• A great CV & choice of jobs 

• A career? 

• A thesis amplifies all this tenfold! 
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Personal qualities for 

success: 

• Ambition 

• Insecurity 

• ‘Addictive, obsessive-compulsive’ personality 

• Focus on what’s truly important; RSNA 

– A paper is worth a hundred presentations 

• Vicious time-management; clinical work 

• Saying ‘no’ must come very easily: you have two jobs. 
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